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STATE AND METROPOLITAN AREA EMPLOYMENT 
AND UNEMPLOYMENT: MAY 1990 


WASHINGTON -- Employment on nonfarm payrolls was higher in 
May 1990 than a year earlier in 44 states and the District of 
Columbia, according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the U.S. 
Department of Labor. Unemployment rates were lower than a year 
earlier in 25 states. The national unemployment rate for 
civilian workers was 5.1 percent in May, not seasonally adjusted, 
compared with 5.0 percent a year earlier. 


Because the data for individual states and areas are not 
seasonally adjusted, comparisons in this release are limited to 
changes from the same month a year earlier. Over-the-month 
comparisons may be affected by seasonal changes and thus could 
present a misleading picture of underlying economic trends. 


Unemployment 


Five states reported over-the-year declines in their 
unemployment rates of 1 percentage point or more. The largest 
were in two Gulf-coast states, Mississippi (1.9 percentage 
points) and Louisiana (1.7 points). The other three states were 
West Virginia and Wyoming (both 1.1 points) and Colorado (1.0 
point). Seven states had increases of 1 percentage point or 
more; the largest increases occurred in four New England 


states--Rhode Island (3.0 points), New Hampshire (2.1 points), 
Connecticut (2.0 points), and Massachusetts (1.8 points). 


Eleven states had May unemployment rates below 4 percent. 
Nebraska (2.0 percent) and Hawaii (2.5 percent) had the lowest 
rates, followed by Maryland (3.3 percent) and Kansas (3.4 
percent). In contrast, unemployment rates were higher than 7 
percent in four states--West Virginia (7.4 percent), Alaska (7.3 
percent), and Arkansas and Michigan (both 7.1 percent). 


Of the 269 metropolitan areas for which May data are 
available, 33 had over-the-year decreases of 1 percentage point 
or more in their unemployment rate, while 44 had increases of 
that magnitude. A total of 67 areas had May 1990 rates below 4 
percent, while 29 had rates of 7 percent or higher. The lowest 
rates were in Iowa City, Iowa, and Lincoln, Nebr. (both 1.6 
percent) and Charlottesville, Va. (2.1 percent). The highest 
rates were in McAllen-Edinburg-Mission, Tex. (16.9 percent) and 
Modesto, Calif. (12.6 percent). 


-more- 





BLACK NEWS DIGEST - 7/30/90 
STATE & METRO P.2 


Employment 


Payroll employment, as measured by the monthly survey of 
nonfarm establishments, rose by 2 percent or more over the year 
in 23 states. Nevada continued to report the largest percentage 
increase (6.9 percent), followed by Idaho (5.3 percent), Utah and 
Washington (both 4.9 percent), and Florida (4.5 percent). There 
were six states with over-the-year employment losses, five of 
which were in New England. 


Virtually all states reported over-the-year employment 
gains in services and government. Over three-fourths of the 
states had higher employment levels in trade and in finance, 
insurance, and real estate. In contrast, more than half of the 
states had over-the-year decreases in manufacturing jobs. 


-more- 
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Tabte 3. Unemployment retes by state and selected setropoliten sreas 
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Table 5. Unenpleynent rates by state and selected netropeliten areas -Continued 
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Includes interstate portion of area located in adjacent on the standardized procedure for sub-state estimation. 


2 Date are obtained directly fron the Current Population 


* Beginning with data for November 1969, labor force and 
unemployment estimates for Wew York City and the Los 
Angeles-Long Beach setropolitan area are based directly on the 
crs. These current estimates are not strictly consistent with 
estinates for April 1968 through October 1969, which were based 


Pp * preliminary. 

NOTE: Data refer to place of residence. Estimates for 1989 
have been benchmarked to 1989 Current Population Survey annual 
averages and may differ from data published earlier. Except in 
the 11 states and 2 areas available directly from the CPS, 
estimates for 1990 are provisional and will be revised when new 
benchmark information becomes available. See the Technical 
Note. 
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Week of July 30, 1990 


CONSUMER PRICE INDEX--JUNE 1990 


WASHINGTON -- The Consumer Price Index for All Urban 
Consumers (CPI-U) rose 0.5 percent before seasonal adjustment in 
June to a level of 129.9 (1982-84=100), the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics of the U.S. Department of Labor has reported. For the 
12-month period ended in June, the CPI-U increased 4.7 percent. 


The Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical 
Workers (CPI-W) increased 0.6 percent in June prior to seasonal 
adjustment. The June 1990 CPI-W level of 128.3 was 4.5 percent 
higher than the index in June 1989. 


CPI for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U) 


On a seasonally adjusted basis, the CPI-U rose 0.5 percent 
in June, following increases of 0.2 percent in each of the 2 
preceding months. In June, increases in the food, shelter, and 
energy components were responsible for about four-fifths of the 
overall rise in the CPI-U. A substantial upturn in the index for 
fruits and vegetables, coupled with a sharp rise in pork and 
poultry prices, were largely responsible for the increase in the 
food index. Within energy, an increase in gasoline prices more 
than offset a decline in the index for household fuels. Rising 
homeowner costs were primarily responsible for the increase in 
the shelter index. Excluding food, shelter, and energy, the 
CPI-U rose 0.2 percent, the same as in May. 


### 





Week of July 30, 1990 


The Work and Family Clearinghouse of the U.S. Labor 
Department's Women's Bureau provides information and guidance in 
dependent care assistance programs for employers. The 
Clearinghouse offers information in five broad areas: direct 
services, information services, financial assistance, flexible 
policies and public-private partnership. 


# # # 


Dependent care problems affect a large portion of the U.S. 
employee population, according to the U.S. Labor Department. 
Bureau of Labor Statistics research shows that 37 percent of the 
work force is comprised of working parents with children under 
age 18. : 


More than half -- 56 percent -- of women with children under 
age six are in the labor force, according to the U.S. Labor 
Department's Bureau of Labor Statistics. Most women who bear 
children during their careers return to work soon after their 
babies are born; more than half of all married women are back at 
work by the time their children are a year old. 


# # # 








